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BOOK CLUB NEWS 

BY Virginia Farace 

 

The Third Friday Book Club will meet on Friday, May 23, at 2 pm, at the Palm Springs Library.  Susan King 
will lead a discussion of The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier. 
 

According to Goodreads:  “In New York Times bestselling author Tracy Chevalier’s 
newest historical saga, she introduces Honor Bright, a modest English Quaker who 
moves to Ohio in 1850, only to find herself alienated and alone in a strange land. 
Sick from the moment she leaves England, and fleeing personal disappointment, 
she is forced by family tragedy to rely on strangers in a harsh, unfamiliar landscape.  
 
Nineteenth-century America is practical, precarious, and unsentimental, and 
scarred by the continuing injustice of slavery. In her new home Honor discovers 
that principles count for little, even within a religious community meant to be 
committed to human equality.  

 
However, drawn into the clandestine activities of the Underground Railroad, a network helping runaway 
slaves escape to freedom, Honor befriends two surprising women who embody the remarkable power 
of defiance. Eventually she must decide if she too can act on what she believes in, whatever the 
personal costs.” 
 
Also at May’s meeting, Jackie Winchester will present three titles for the selection of the June book.  In 
June, Lillian Ostiguy will present selections for the September book.  There will be no meetings of the 
book club in July or August.  At April’s meeting, Cheryl Lohse moderated the discussion of Anne Tyler’s 
Ladder of Years. 
 
All AAUW members are invited to join the book discussion group.  If you are interested, please email 
Virginia at faracevk@bellsouth.net  to receive a copy of the Book Club Guidelines and a list of past titles. 
 

 

mailto:faracevk@bellsouth.net
https://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/15705011-the-last-runaway

